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CUMBRIA AND LANCASHIRE VASCULAR SERVICES REVIEW

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 This report provides an update to the Committee on the progress of 
implementing the reorganisation of vascular services.

2.0 ISSUES FOR SCRUTINY

2.1 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee is asked to note the report and 
request clarification on any issues it raises.  

3.0 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

3.1 Improving Vascular Services: A Case for Centralisation of Vascular Services in 
Lancashire and Cumbria was published in March 2011.

3.2 The Review contained the recommendation of the Vascular Clinical Advisory 
Group to have three arterial centres, one in the north of Cumbria and two for 
the southern part of the geography. At the time it was recognised that the 
population base for a service in north Cumbria would be below the level 
recommended by the Vascular Society but the AAA Screening programme 
agreed that an arterial centre could be commissioned in Carlisle. After a 
collaborative procurement exercise two hospitals were selected by 
commissioners from Cumbria, Lancashire and Wigan. These were the Royal 
Preston Hospital and the Royal Blackburn Hospital.

3.3 The Joint Cumbria and Lancashire Oversight and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) 
accepted the recommendations as not requiring further consultation.

3.4 However in January 2013, the project was referred for review to the 
Independent Reconfiguration Panel (IRP) by Cumbria’s Health Scrutiny 
Committee. In July 2013, the Secretary of State for Health, Jeremy Hunt, 
responded advising that a formal review into the process was not required and 
that the process would benefit from a jointly agreed programme of public 
information. The NHS has reported the progress of implementation of the 
reorganisation of services to on a quarterly basis to the Vascular Task Group 
established by Cumbria’s Health Scrutiny Committee.

3.5 At its meeting on the 15th December Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee 
considered a report from NHS England about progress that had been made in 
implementing the review.



3.6 During the course of discussion concerns were raised regarding the availability 
of specialised vascular nurses in south Cumbria and it was explained that at 
present nurses were being relocated on a temporary basis from the Royal 
Preston Hospital.  It was acknowledged that there was a need for permanent 
nurses to be based in south Cumbria but recruitment was proving difficult.  NHS 
England confirmed that the matter would be investigated further.

3.7 Members then raised concerns regarding the identification of local rehabilitation 
beds for patients once they had completed their vascular inpatient stay.  It was 
explained this matter had been raised with all four acute trusts and the 
specialist and local commissioners as there was a lack of intermediate care 
beds across the region.  This was resulting in prolonged inpatient stays in the 
vascular centre (following amputation) when this cohort of patients did not 
require specialist vascular input and it would be more appropriate for the patient 
to be treated locally. 

3.8 That committee resolved that:
(1) a further update be made on specialist nurses and rehabilitation beds;
(2) a further update, including information on patient satisfaction and outcome 

data, be made to a future meeting of the Committee.
The attached report provides that update.
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